Lingual changes in ageing mice by light- and scanning electron-microscopy.
Tongues from young, old and senescent Swiss-Webster white mice were compared. Sections and tissues were taken from the anterior, posterior, and ventral regions. The epithelium became atrophic and hyperkeratotic in the senescent animals. The filiform papillae were blunted, atrophic and disorganized across the entire dorsal surface in the older animals. The ventral aspect in the senescent animals had thinning epithelium, a hyperchromatic germinal layer, and a roughened, disorganized surface.